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L. Preliminary Hearings: This hearing is held to determine, based on offers of proof, whether

reasonable cause exists to believe that a child/ren has been abused or neglected. The court must
provide a written order following the preliminary hearing {Form nhjb-2222}.

II.  Adjudicatory Hearings: At this hearing, the involved parties present evidence and the court must
determine by a preponderance of evidence whether or not the allegations in the abuse or neglect
petition are sustained by the evidence. The court must provide a written order following this
hearing {Form nhjb-2223}.

A. If the Court makes a finding that the child/ren has been abused and/or neglected, the CPSW
works with the family to complete a social study in preparation for the dispositional hearing.

B. An adjudicatory hearing may be waived, pursuant to RSA 169-C:17,1, and a consent decree
filed with the court. The court’s approval of a consent decree, that includes a finding of
true, will have the same force and effect as if the court had determined at an adjudicatory
hearing that a child had been abused or neglected and had entered a finding of true. A
consent decree must contain specific requirements prior to approval by the court.

III.  Dispositional Hearings: This hearing is held after a finding of abuse or neglect is entered by the
court. In addition to the social study, DCYF is required to submit a report to the court prior to the
dispositional hearing. The court must provide a written order following this hearing {Form nhjb-
22243,
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